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Hernandes, the circumstances screunding his status are ac fellews: due te a

mechanical failure, he was ferced te leave his A/C 10 mi NN of Wiesbaden

Germsny at 14,000 ft, It was at this time that Lt Cundy lsst sight ef him,
After talking with Vajor Price g Majer Blickenstaff of the 350th Squadmn,

I'n of the epinien that they saw Lt Hernandes's chute epen under the cleuds at

10,000 ft, I make this statement because Lt Cundy agreed te the attitude eof

the plane, the time, and the lecatien, plus the fact that beth Majers Price and

Bliskenstaff wore cemfident that it was Lt H
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On the 4th of December I led Jockey Yellow Flight, having taken over
fron number 3 position when the original leader failled to take off. Lt
Hernandez,who was orginally number A,was flying my wing. At approx 1250
hours at 27,000 ft in the viecinity of Wiesbaden, Germany, Lt Hernandez
called to me on the radio saying: "Helb, Cundy, this i3 Hernandez. My
cockpit she is full of smoke; my coolant temperature is 150. Take me
down " Lt Hernandez'g airplane immediately went into a steep dive pour-
ing out thick white smoke, apparently out of control. I told my other
wingman, Lt Davenport, to tack onto another Jockey Flight and I went div-
ing down with Hermandez, reaching such gpeed that control over my A/C
was very difficult. At about 14,000 ft he jettisoned his canopy and
came out of his airplane. I went into a tight diving turn arcund him with
great difficulty and watched him until he fell into some clouds=-gtill
in a free fall. FHaving jettisomed my wing tanks as I was starting down,
my engine had stopped rumning because I was go intent upon keeping Lt
Hermandez in sight that I was unable t0 sgwitch to an internal tank. An
alr lock in the gasline cauged me to continue the power off glide for
some length of time, fiing into a towering cloud mass. I was unable to

assist him further.

I did not see his chute open, but Major Price (350th Sq) leading
a section of planes under the e¢louds (10,000 ft) did. I was confident
that the chute he saw was Lt Hermandez, as he described the attitude of
the A/C exactly as I saw it. The time and location also coincided.

Corcen .
Arthur ¢ Cundy
lst Lt, AC
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On the Giessen mission of December 4th, I led a flight of Seldom
Squadron (350tl;) down under a cloud layer to tuke pletures of the target.
At about 10,000 ft . cbserved an aircreft, trailing smoke or coolant, go
straight into the cloud layer in a vertical dive. Flying over in the
direction of this actiwvity, I saw a white parachute floating down and
from the Yacts I learned later, am sure this wes Lt Hernandes, whe lhad

balled out. The position was apprex 10 mi NW of Wiesbaden, Carmanye
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